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AN ACT concerni ng open | ands.

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois,

represented in the General Assenbly:

Section 5. The Illinois OQpen Land Trust Act is anended

by addi ng Section 40 as foll ows:

(525 I LCS 33/40 new)

Sec. 40. Devel opnent rights. A Rural Legacy programis

hereby established to enhance farmland protection while

mai ntaining the viability of resource-based |and use and

proper nmnagenent of tillable and wooded areas through

aqgricul tural and silvicul tural practi ces. The Depart ment

shall cooperate with the Departnent of Agriculture in

developing a program to purchase developnent rights for

farn and preservati on. Funding for this programnmay be 10%

of the total anount available for the Illinois Open Land

Trust Program The Departnment of Agriculture shall, in

cooperation wth the Departnment, pronulgate rul es concerning

selection, criteria, and eligibility reqguirenents. The rules

must include the followi ng additional requirenents:

(1) Selection and acquisition nust be consistent

with the open space objectives of this Act.

(2) Public access for conservation and recreation

may be an allowable activity at the discretion of the

| andowner .

(3) Developnent rights acquisition nust be limted

to those farm ng operations that wl| enhance the open

space purpose of this Act.

(4) Funds my be used to purchase interests in

farmand fromwilling sellers. The interests acquired

under this program nust be for at | east 20 yvears and nmay

not be altered or transferred except as provided in
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par agraph (5) of this Section.

(5) The transfer of devel opnent rights subsequent

to the original purchase may be consi dered subject to the

denonstrati on of an i mperative public need, a

recommendati on of the Departnent, and the approval of the

Gover nor .

(6) Any other reasonable requirenent as detern ned

by the Departnent of Agriculture, in consultation with

the Departnent, that is necessary to ef fectively

i mpl enent this Act.

The Departnment of Agriculture shall annually report to

the Governor and the General Assenbly on the status of this

Section 99. Effective date. This Act takes effect on

July 1, 2001.
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